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Stone  Rural  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Stone  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen. 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  first  annual  report  as  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  It  is  for  the  year  1937. 

I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  record  my  appreciation 
of  the  help  I  received  from  my  predecessor,  Dr.  Sutcliffe,  when  I 
took  up  my  duties  ;  also  my  gratitude  to  Dr.  O’Donnell  for  his 
invaluable  assistance  during  the  periods  when  he  has  acted  as  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  namely  between  Dr.  Sutcliffe’s  de¬ 
parture  and  my  arrival,  and  again  during  my  annual  leave. 

To  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff  I  must  also  express 
my  thanks  for  help  willingly  rendered  in  introducing  me  to  the 
district. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  D.  T.  BRUNYATE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
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https://archive.org/details/b30140316 


Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

W.  D.  T.  Brunyate,  d.m.,  d.p.h.,  who  is  also  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  Urban  District  of  Stone,  and  an  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officer  for  Staffordshire.  (Appointed 
May  24th,  1937). 

Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Stone  Joint  Isolation  Hospital, 
Yarnfield,  (part-time)  : 

J.  R.  O’Donnell,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  b.a.o.,  who  also  deputises  for 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  his  annual  leave,  etc. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Meat  Inspector  : 

W.  Hawkes,  c.r.s.i.,  who  is  also  Surveyor  and  Inspector 
under  the  Housing,  Petroleum,  and  Canal  Boats  Acts. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

A.  Holmes. 

Clerk  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  : 

B.  K.  Lovatt. 


A.  Statistics  and  Social  Condition  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres)  64,094. 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 
mid-1937)  12,180. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937)  according  to  Rate 
Books,  3,599. 

Rateable  Value,  ^70,773. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (net  value  for  year  ending  March 
31st,  1937),  £281. 

Your  district  remains  predominantly  agricultural,  but  the  pro¬ 
jected  development  by  Messrs.  Wedgwood  in  Barlaston  will  render 
this  area  somewhat  industrial.  Negotiations  have  proceeded  with 
Messrs.  Wedgwood  during  the  year  with  regard  to  this  development. 
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Bye-Laws  in  Force  in  the  Area. 

Bye-Laws  made  by  the  Council  are  now  in  force  with  regard 
to  the  following  subjects: — 

New  Streets. 

New  Buildings. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Dustbins. 


Vital  Statistics. 

These  statistics  give  particulars  of  the  births  and  deaths  in 
the  district,  and  shew  various  “  rates,”  which  are  compared, 
where  possible,  with  those  for  England  and  Wales.  A  complete 
list  of  the  causes  of  death  will  be  found  in  Table  18  at  the  end 
of  the  report.  It  must  be  realised  that  the  numbers  concerned  are 
small,  and  that  the  “  rates  ”  calculated  from  from  them  must  not  be 
relied  upon  as  a  basis  for  any  conclusions  about  conditions  in  the 
area. 


Table  1.  Births  and  Deaths. 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

169 

83 

86 

Live  Births  • 

.Illegitimate  ... 

7 

4 

3 

Still  Births 

•••  ••• 

8 

3 

5 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  ... 

1 

1 

0 

Total  Deaths 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

125 

58 

67 

Table  2.  Deaths  from  certain  specified  diseases. 


Number  of  deaths  (included  in  the  above)  from  : — 


Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  19 

Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  0 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  0 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  : — 


Rate  per 

1000  total 

Deaths  in 

(live  and  still)  births. 

Stone  R.D. 

Stone  R.D. 

England  &  Wales 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

0 

0 

0.94 

Other  puerperal  causes 

I 

5.43 

2.17 

T  0 1 3,1  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

1 

5.43 

3.11 
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Table  3.  Birth  and  Death  Rates. 


Stone  Rural 
District. 

England  and 
Wales. 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population 

15.1 

15.5 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still) 
births 

43.5 

38.7 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1000  population 
*Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1000  population  ... 

10.3 

9  5 

12.4 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  per  1000 
live  births  ... 

5.6 

58 

Death  Rate  of  Legitimate  Infants  per  1000 
legitimate  live  births 

5.9 

not  available 

Death  Rate  of  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000 
Illegitimate  live  births 

0 

not  available 

*  Note — The  corrected  Death  Rate  is  obtained  by  multiplying  the  crude 
Death  Rate  by  the  factor  0.92.  This  factor  is  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  and  serves  to  make  the  rate  for  the  district  com¬ 
parable,  from  the  point  of  view  of  mortality,  with  the  Death  Rate 
of  the  country  as  a  whole,  or  with  the  Death  Rate  (similarly 
modified)  of  any  other  district. 


B.  General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

for  the  Area. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  examination  of  water,  food  stuff's,  and  also  bacteriological 
and  pathological  material  sent  by  General  Practitioners,  is  under¬ 
taken  by  the  County  Laboratory,  Stafford. 


Table  4. 


Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Examination  of  Water. 


Chemical  examination  of  water  supplies 


Chemical  examination  of  swimming  bath  water 
Chemical  examination  of  stream  water 

Mortuary. 

The  Rural  District  Council  do  not  possess  a  mortuary. 


.Satisfactory 

io 

Unsatisfactory 

34 

Total 

44 

.Satisfactory 

i7 

Unsatisfactory 

24 

Total 

4i 

water 

Nil 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Nil 

•  •  •  #  *  * 

Nil 
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Infant  Welfare  Centres. 


These  are  provided  at  Stone  and  Eccleshall  by  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee  of  the  County  Council.  The  Health 
Visitor  is  in  charge  in  each  case  and  I  attend  (as  part  of  my  County 
Council  duties)  as  Medical  Officer.  We  are  very  much  indebted  to 
voluntary  helpers  at  both  centres  for  providing  tea  for  the  mothers, 
and  for  other  assistance. 


Table  5. 


1935 

1936 

1937 

Stone.  No.  of  Sessions 

49 

46 

48 

Attendances  of  Infants  (total) 

2514 

2334 

2652 

Attendances  of  Infants  (from  Rural  District) 

426 

489 

505 

Eccleshall.  No.  of  Sessions 

49 

50 

51 

Attendances  of  Infants  ... 

481 

703 

826 

Attendances  of  Ante-Natal  cases... 

9 

10 

9 

Hospitals. 

The  Stone  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  Board  consists  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  Stone  R.D.C.  and  Stone  U.D.C.,  and  is  responsible 
for  the  provision  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  at  Yarnfield,  and  also  a 
disused  hospital  in  the  same  neighbourhood  which  is  available  for 
cases  of  smallpox. 

At  the  Isolation  Hospital  the  present  accommodation  is  for  8 
Diphtheria  patients  and  16  Scarlet  Fever  patients.  During  Novem¬ 
ber  the  number  of  Diphtheria  patients  exceeded  the  number  of 
available  beds,  and  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Borough  of  Stafford,  one  patient  from  our  district  was  sent 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Stafford. 

During  the  year  the  Board  has  terminated  an  old-standing 
agreement  whereby  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  received  in  a  special 
block  at  Yarnfield  on  behalf  of  the  Staffordshire,  Wolverhampton, 
and  Dudley  Joint  Board  for  Tuberculosis.  This  block  is  now  empty 
and  is  being  reconditioned  to  serve  as  an  enlarged  Diphtheria  block 
for  16  patients.  It  is  proposed  in  addition  to  provide  a  few 
observation  cubicles.  When  this  work  has  been  carried  out  the 
facilities  available  for  the  treatment  of  infectious  diseases  occurring 
in  your  area  will  be  very  much  improved. 

A  temporary  agreement  has  been  entered  into  with  Uttoxeter 
U.D.C.  and  R.D.C.  for  the  reception  of  their  infectious  disease 
patients  at  Yarnfield,  pending  other  arrangements  coming  into  force 
under  the  County  Council  Scheme. 

Agreements  are  also  being  entered  into  with  one  or  two 
neighbouring  authorities  for  inter-availability  of  accommodation  in 
the  event  of  our  hospital,  or  theirs,  being  full. 
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Dr.  O’Donnell  reports  : — 


“  The  following  patients  were  received  at  the  Yarnfield 
Isolation  Hospital  during  the  year  :  — 


Table  6. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Measles 
Poliomyelitis 


From  Stone  R.D  C.  From  Stone  U.D.C. 
18  6 

19  11 

—  2 


From  other 
From  Uttoxeter.  Authorities 
30  2 

2  — 

1  — 


The  only  death  which  occurred  in  the  hospital  during  the  year 
(other  than  those  of  County  Council  Tuberculosis  patients)  was 
that  of  the  patient  admitted  from  Uttoxeter  with  Poliomyelitis.” 


C.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supplies. 

I  share  the  view  of  my  predecessor  that  the  water  supply  of  a 
large  portion  of  your  district  is  of  a  very  poor  quality.  Many  of  the 
inhabitants  are  dependant  upon  well-water,  and  this,  upon  analysis, 
is  seldom  found  to  be  fit  for  human  consumption. 

Staffordshire  Potteries  Water  Board  supply  water  of  excellent 
quality  in  the  following  parts  of  the  district  . — 

Barlaston,  Blythe  Bridge,  Rough  Close, 

Meir  Heath,  Oulton,  Swynnerton,  Tittensor, 

Trentham,  Cotes  Heath  and  Standon. 

Stone  U.D.C.  supply  water  in  Aston-by-Stone,  and  to  some 
other  houses  near  the  boundary  of  Stone.  This  water  is  also 
satisfactory. 

Your  own  new  Waterworks  are  designed  to  supply  water  to 
Eccleshall,  Croxton,  Chebsey,  Norton  Bridge  and  Shallowford. 
The  progress  with  this  scheme  during  1937  was  slow,  but  at  the 
time  of  writing  water  from  this  source  is  becoming  available.  This 
supplies  a  very  urgent  need,  for  most  of  the  wells  in  this  district  are 
polluted. 

Yarnfield  is  without  any  water  suitable  for  drinking.  A  special 
Committee  of  the  Council  has  this  matter  under  close  attention,  and 
hopes  soon  to  be  able  to  provide  pure  water  in  the  village  by  means 
of  a  number  of  stand-pipes. 

The  village  of  Slindon  is  supplied  by  pipes  from  a  privately 
owned  well  situated  on  high  ground  above  the  village.  Towards  the 
end  of  1937  analysis  showed  this  water  to  be  grossly  polluted.  A 
sub-committee  is  taking  steps  to  have  this  remedied,  but  it  is  as  yet 
too  early  to  say  whether  or  not  a  pure  supply  can  be  obtained  from 
this  source. 
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The  village  pump  in  Fulford  provides  a  pure  supply  of  water, 
but  this  must  be  fetched  by  householders. 

Hilderstone,  Milwich,  Saverley  Green,  Sandon,  Burston, 
Moddershall,  and  Fair  Oak  are  all  without  suitable  water  supplies, 
as  also  are  many  other  hamlets  and  small  groups  of  houses. 
Schemes  are  under  consideration  for  supplies  to  Hilderstone, 
Fulford,  Saverley  Green,  and  Fair  Oak. 

Table  No.  7  analyses  the  water  supplies  at  the  various  elemen¬ 
tary  schools  in  the  district,  and  may  also  be  regarded  as  showing 
the  position  in  the  villages  concerned. 

44  specimens  of  water  were  examined  for  the  R.D.C.  by  the 
County  bacteriologist.  1 1  were  passed,  and  33  were  found  unfit  for 
drinking  purposes.  41  specimens  were  examined  by  the  County 
analyst.  17  were  passed  and  24  were  found  bad  or  of  doubtful 
purity. 

Of  the  11  specimens  passed  by  the  bacteriologist,  4  were  con¬ 
demned  by  the  analyst.  Thus  of  44  specimens  only  seven  passed 
the  bacteriological  and  chemical  tests.  The  origins  of  these  seven 
good  specimens  were  as  follows  : — 

Potteries  Water  Board  supply  (sampled  in  Oulton)  ...  1 

Yarnfield  (the  source  of  the  proposed  new  supply  for 

the  village)  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Fulford  Village  pump  ...  ...  .  1 

Hanchurch  (a  well)  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  37  condemned  specimens  were  taken  from  various  wells 
throughout  the  district. 
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Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Only  a  small  part  of  your  district  is  adequately  served  in  this 
respect,  and  I  anticipate  that  sewage  disposal  is  a  subject  which 
will  occupy  an  increasing  amount  of  the  Council’s  attention  during 
the  next  few  years. 

Barlaston  :  Little  progress  has  been  made  during  the 
year,  but  negotiations  are  still  in  progress. 

Eccleshall  :  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  when  the 
new  water  supply  is  in  use  the  number  of  water  closets 
will  be  greatly  increased,  necessitating  enlarged  sewage 
disposal  works. 

Meir  Heath  &  Grindley  Lane  :  Here  also  progress 
during  1937  has  been  slow.  But  there  is  reason  to 
hope  that  in  due  course  a  solution  will  be  found  for 
the  difficulties  which  have  been  encountered. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  Council  has  purchased  a  scavenging  lorry  and  this  is  now 
used  in  the  Trentham  and  Barlaston  districts.  An  extension  of  the 
area  to  be  covered  by  this  system  is  under  consideration. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  area. 

A  summary  of  the  work  done  in  the  Public  Health  Department 
is  tabulated  below.  More  detailed  accounts  of  inspections  will  be 
found  under  the  appropriate  headings. 

Table  8. 


No  of 
Inspections 

Notices  Served 

Nuisances  abated 
after  Notice 

Dwelling  Houses  ... 

378 

Informal 

81 

Formal 

15 

Informal 

71 

Formal 

12 

Bakehouses 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

238 

58 

— 

35 

— 

Slaughter  Houses 

108 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Factories  and  Workshops 

31 

— 

— 

— 

Visits  to  premises  for  the  purpose  of  disinfecting  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  55 


Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

The  open-air  swimming  bath  in  Trentham  Park,  with  its 
Chloramine  purification  plant,  remains  satisfactory. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 
No  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year. 
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Schools. 


The  Schools  in  your  district  are  controlled  by  the  Staffordshire 
County  Council  Education  Committee.  On  the  whole  the  standard 
of  accommodation  is  good.  As  an  assistant  school  medical  officer 
under  the  County  Council  I  visit  all  the  schools  regularly  to  inspect 
the  children  in  attendance,  and  I  also  have  an  opportunity  to  criti¬ 
cise  the  premises.  As  a  result  of  such  criticisms  a  slow  but  steady 
improvement  takes  place. 


D.  Housing. 

Housing  Statistics. 

Table  9.  Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  :■  — 


i.  By  the  local  authority  ...  ...  Nil 

ii.  By  other  local  authorities  ...  ...  i 

iii.  By  private  enterprise  ...  ...  68 

Total  ...  69 


The  houses  own 

ed  by  the  Council  still  number  94  ;  22  were 

built  under  the  Housing  Act,  1919,  68  under 

the  Housing  Acts, 

1923-24,  and  4  under  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

No  Council  houses 

were  sold  during  the  year. 

Table  10. 

Distribution  of  houses , 

and  new  houses  erected  in  1 

937)  by  Parishes  : — 

Parish 

No.  of  Houses 

No.  of  Houses 

on  Dec.  31st,  1937 

erected  in  1937 

Barlaston 

...  460 

— 

Chebsey 

I36 

— 

Eccleshall 

991 

— 

Fulford 

476 

33 

Hilderstone 

91 

— 

Milwich 

Il8 

— 

Sandon 

I58 

— 

Standon 

97 

2 

Stone  Rural 

501 

7 

Swynnerton 

572 

27 

3600 

69 

Table  11. 


I.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  1937  : — 

i  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  tor  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)...  253 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  378 

ii  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  the 

sub-head  i  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  65 

iii  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  15 

iv  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  282 


II.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  71 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  : 

i  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  15 

ii  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  nil 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

i  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 


remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

ii  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  nil 

(C)  Proceedings  uyidev  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  : 

i  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  2 

ii  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursu¬ 
ance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  nil 
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(D)  Proceedings  wider  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act ,  1936  : 


i 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made 

nil 

ii 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit 

nil 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV:  Overcrowding: — 

(»)  (0 

Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 
the  year 

32 

(ii) 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ... 

32 

(ii') 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ... 

198! 

(b) 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year 

nil 

(c>  (i) 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 
the  year 

4 

(ii) 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

16 

(d) 

Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding 

nil 

No  proposals  for  rehousing  the  32  overcrowded  families  by  the 
erection  of  additional  Council  houses  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Minister  of  Health,  as  it  is  considered  by  the  Council  that  conditions 
are  improving  without  the  necessity  for  this. 

E.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. 

A  large  quantity  of  Milk  is  produced  in  your  district,  largely 
for  consumption  elsewhere.  The  total  number  of  Dairy  Farm 
premises  on  December  31st,  1937,  was  590,  as  shown  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  table. 

The  percentage  of  the  farms  which  produce  either  Tuberculin 
Tested  or  Accredited  Milk  has  again  risen,  but  this  year  the  increase 
is  very  small,  namely  from  51.7%  to  52.5%  ;  and  the  regrettable  fact 
remains  that  only  two  farms  in  the  district  possess  Tuberculin  Tested 
herds. 

No  Milk  is  pasteurised  in  the  district. 

The  collection  of  samples  of  Milk  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  is  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council. 
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I  desire  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  help  received  from  the 
County  Veterinary  Department  in  assisting  us  to  raise  the  standard 
of  Dairy  Premises  and  Cowsheds. 


Number  of  Dairy  Farm  premises  by  Parishes, 
Table  12.  together  with  grade  of  milk  produced. 


Parish 

Total 

T.T.  milk 

Accredited 

Non-graded  milk 

Barlaston 

46 

— 

26 

20 

Chebsey 

19 

— 

16 

3 

Eccleshall 

173 

— 

76 

97 

Fulford 

49 

— 

21 

28 

Hilderstone 

38 

— 

18 

20 

Milwich 

60 

1 

36 

23 

Sandon 

49 

— 

37 

12 

Standon 

20 

1 

9 

10 

Stone  Rural 

80 

— 

51 

29 

Swynnerton 

56 

— 

18 

38 

Total 

... 

590 

2 

308 

280 

Meat  Inspection. 

The  number  of  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  remains  un¬ 
changed  from  last  year,  and  slaughtering  takes  place  (on  an  average) 
on  5  out  of  the  7  days  of  the  week. 

Meat  inspection  is  performed  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  but  in 
view  of  his  extensive  and  manifold  duties  he  is  only  able  to  inspect 
a  small  proportion  of  the  meat  slaughtered  for  human  consumption. 


Tabie  13. 


Bovines 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  inspected 

495 

219 

99 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

86 

6 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned  ... 

19 

— 

2 

14 


F.  Infectious  Diseases. 


Notifiable  infectious  disease  was  happily  scarce  in  the  district 
during  the  year.  Table  14  analyses  the  96  notifications  received  by 
diseases,  by  parishes,  and  by  age  groups.  It  will  be  observed  that 
25  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  (of  which  8  were  in  Eccleshall) ; 
these  were  scattered  throughout  the  course  of  the  year.  Diphtheria 
accounted  for  21  notifications  (Eccleshall  7),  of  which  14  (Eccleshall 
5)  occurred  during  a  period  of  3  months  from  September  to  Novem¬ 
ber.  The  remaining  7  cases  were  scattered  over  the  first  8  months 
of  the  year.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  although  this  prevalence 
of  Diphtheria  during  the  autumn  months  severely  taxed  the  accom¬ 
modation  available  at  Yarnfield  Isolation  Hospital,  yet  the  way  the 
cases  were  scattered  over  your  district  makes  it  clear  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  nature  of  an  epidemic. 

Dysentery  made  its  appearance  in  Eccleshall  at  the  end  of 
November,  and  before  the  end  of  the  year  20  cases  were  notified  in 
that  parish,  together  with  1  at  Chebsey,  1  at  Standon,  and  1  at 
Oulton.  I  feel  confident  that  the  actual  number  of  sufferers  from 
Dysentery  in  Eccleshall  at  the  time  was  very  much  greater  than  20, 
but  fortunately  the  disease  ran  a  mild  course  with  complete  recovery 
in  from  4  to  14  days,  so  that  in  most  cases  no  doctor  was  consulted, 
and  therefore  no  diagnosis  made.  The  organism  responsible  was 
B.  Dysenteriae  Sonne ,  and  was  isolated  from  the  excreta  of  8  patients. 
It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  while  Dysentery  was  also  epidemic  in 
South  Staffordshire  in  1937,  the  organism  there  was  of  a  different 
type,  so  that  the  two  epidemics  must  be  regarded  as  unconnected. 
Dysentery  was  wide-spread  in  England  and  Wales  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  and  much  of  it  was  due  to  the  same  organism  as 
was  found  in  our  cases. 

Neither  the  origin  nor  the  mode  of  spread  of  the  epidemic  in 
Eccleshall  was  discovered.  The  known  impurity  of  almost  all  the 
water  in  Eccleshall  tempts  one  to  place  the  blame  there,  but  such  a 
view  involves  the  supposition  that  the  B.  Dysenteriae  Sonne  found  its 
way,  at  almost  the  same  time,  into  many  different  wells  in  Eccleshall 
and  also  into  others  as  far  apart  as  Slindon  and  Upper  Heamies  ; 
and  there  is  no  obvious  explanation  of  how  this  occurred.  No  evid¬ 
ence  was  found  to  suggest  that  milk  or  other  food  stuffs  were  to 
blame.  On  the  whole  I  believe  that  most  of  the  patients  were 
infected  directly  from  other  sufferers,  probably  by  means  of  soiled 
fingers.  In  any  epidemic  in  which  only  a  small  proportion  of  the 
sufferers  is  under  medical  care,  it  is  obvious  that  personal  precau¬ 
tions  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  will  be  lacking. 
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Table  14.  Notifiable  Diseases. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Table  15.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937. 


AGE 

Periods 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

(in  years) 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1  — 

1  + 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5  + 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

10  + 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

15  + 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

20  + 

1 

•  •  • 

25  + 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

35  + 

1 

1 

1 

45  + 

2 

•  •  • 

55  + 

• «  • 

1 

65  + 

Age  not 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

known 

Total 

5 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

During  the  year  one  death  from  Tuberculosis  occurred  amongst 
persons  not  previously  notified. 
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Table  16. 


No.  of  Cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  for  the  District 
at  the  end  of  the  last  four  years. 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pu 

lmotiary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1934 

36 

32 

11 

23 

102 

1935 

22 

24 

4 

11 

61 

1936 

16 

15 

7 

8 

46 

1937 

19 

18 

8 

9 

54 

Table  17.  No.  of  New  Cases  and  Deaths  in  the  last  four  years. 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

YEAR 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1934 

7 

6 

9 

4 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1935 

4 

7 

1 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1936 

5 

2 

4 

3 

6 

3 

0 

2 

1937 

5 

3 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925 
Public  Health  Act  1925  (Section  62) 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  above 
Regulations  and  Act. 


18 


Table  18  Causes  of  Death. 

in  Stone  Rural  District,  1937. 

classified  according  to  the  Registrar-General' s  Short  List  of  Causes. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Male 

Female 

1  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

2  Measles  ... 

— 

— 

3  Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4  Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

5  Diphtheria 

1 

— 

6  Influenza 

6 

2 

7  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

8  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

9  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

10  Other  Tuberculous  Disease 

— 

1 

1 1  Syphilis  ... 

— 

— r 

12  General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis 

— 

— 

13  Cancer-Malignant  Disease 

9 

10 

14  Diabetes... 

— 

1 

15  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

3 

4 

16  Heart  Disease 

9 

26 

17  Aneurysm 

— 

— 

18  Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

5 

3 

19  Bronchitis 

1 

— 

20  Pneumonia — all  forms 

4 

2 

21  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

22  Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

2 

23  Diarrhoea,  etc.,  under  2  years  ... 

— 

— 

24  Appendicitis 

— 

— 

25  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

— 

— 

26  Other  Diseases  of  Liver 

2 

— 

27  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

— 

28  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

3 

1 

29  Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

30  Other  Puerperal  Causes 

— 

1 

31  Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  Malformation,  &c. 

1 

1 

32  Senility  ... 

1 

3 

33  Suicide  ... 

3 

— 

34  Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

3 

3 

35  Other  Defined  Diseases 

4 

6 

36  Other  Diseases  Ill-defined  or  Unknown 

Total  Deaths 

58 

67 
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Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops 

Act,  1901 

in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  and  WORKPLACES. 


(i)  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces, 
including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of 
Nuisances. 


Table  19. 


Premises 

Inspections 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

17 

Nil 

Nil 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

15 

Nil 

Nil 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  prem.) 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

35 

Nil 

Nil 

(2)  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Table  20. 


Particulars 

Number  of  Defects. 

Found 

Remedied 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

Nil 

Nil 

Offences  under  the  Factory  &  Workshop  Acts 

Nil 

Nil 

Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

Nil 

Nil 

No  cases  were  referred  to  H.M.  Inspector  and  no  prosecutions 
were  instituted. 
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